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HOW’S YOUR PRAYER LIFE? 
Billy Graham once said, “Prayer is not our using of God; it more often 
puts us in a position where God can use us.”  When the disciples 
asked Jesus to teach them to pray in Luke 11: 1-13, they probably ex-
pected a simple model of prayer that could be easily repeated.  Jesus 
teaches them however, not only a prayer but an urging to BE PERSIS-
TENT in prayer.   If persistence can persuade a neighbor, think of what 
persistence and sincerity can do with our heavenly Father, “who loves 
us and cares for us more than we can imagine.”   
 
Consider this completely contrived scenario involving a wedding.  The 
bride and groom profess their love for one another at a wonderful 
ceremony.  The families are in tears, the friends stand as the bride 
and groom prepare to exit the sanctuary, and then, after the kiss, the 
groom does an amazing thing: he extends his hand to shake the hand 
of the bride and says “Thanks a lot. If I need anything, I'll call you. 
Otherwise, see you later." And he just walks away into the night. 

 
As I said, this is a made up scenario... and yet it exactly describes 
many spiritual relationships with God.  A commitment is given, prom-
ises are made, and then when the honeymoon is over, this new be-
liever only checks in with God when there is an urgent need or a criti-
cal concern.  
 
And that is how many of us pray: we pray only when there is illness, 
or we pray only when there is an algebra test, or we pray only when 
there is a job interview. Otherwise, we handle life all by ourselves, 
without need of the God who has promised to go through life with us. 
 
You see, sometimes prayer is not an urgent knocking and clamoring at 
the door of God. Sometimes, it's about listening to what God has to 
say to us. I love the words of songwriter Scott Krippayne. "Sometimes 
he calms the storm, other times, he calms his child.” You see, that's 
the thing about persistent prayer. Sometimes prayer changes our cir-
cumstance but sometimes… prayer changes us.  
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And pray in the Spirit  
on all occasions with all 

kinds of prayers and  
requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and al-

ways keep on praying for  
all the Lord’s people.  

 
Ephesians 6:18 
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Vision and Mission 
Thank you for everybody who was able to participate in 
our congregational event on July 10th, where we talked 
about our church body, what we’re doing well, and 
what we could be doing better. 
 
We focused on five areas of the church, or PURPOSES: 
Worship, Evangelism, Fellowship, Discipleship and Min-
istry (caring ministries). We participated in small group 
discussions about these specific purposes, and have rec-
orded the conversations and will share them later on 
with the entire congregation. 
 
We will have another opportunity to participate in this 
process, and invite you to join us on: 
 

Sunday, August 21st—Following the late service 
 
For a potluck and another gathering where we continue 
to give input into our church. Even if you attended the 
event in July, we urge you to join us in August.  
 
Thank you for your prayers and input, and we look for-
ward to seeing you in August! 
 

Fall Kick-off 
 

Fall is fast approaching, where we  
will be kicking off our Sunday School 
on September 11 and Faith Weaver Program starts  
September 14.  We need you to pray fully consider 
where you could use your gifts and talents within 
these ministries. 
 
Looking for servants to help kids grow in the Lord, 
either on Sunday morning for Sunday school help-
ers, or if Wednesday evening is better, at Faith 
Weaver’s  from 5:15 to 7:00 pm September – No-
vember & starts back January until Lent begins.  

If interested in servicing or need more information 
please call the church office.  

Welcome our New  
Director of Worship 

We are proud to announce that we officially 
have a new Director of Worship / Youth Co-
ordinator. Her name is Stephanie Revard, 
and she accepted the call in July. We thank 
you for your prayers and support during our 
vacancy and call process, and ask for your 
continued prayers as Stephanie makes the 
transition from Holy Cross in Saginaw to St. 
Martin in Birch Run.  Stephanie brings a 
wealth of talents to the position, and we 
look forward to her beginning her full time 
position some time in 
the fall. Thank you again 
for all your support! 

PRACTICAL IDEAS FOR  
COMMUNITY OUTREACH III 

Saturday, October 8, 2016 | Workshop 
 

Evidence of the Lord's blessings on all that 
has taken place in the past two years is the 
content of PICO III. Presenters include Rev. 
Mitch Vogeli from Nativity, St Charles; Rev. 
Dr. Bradley Yops, Franklin Avenue Mission; 
and Jesse Karls.  
 
PICO III will take place at Bethlehem, Sagi-
naw on Saturday, October 8, 2016 from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Cost is $25 per 
team of any size, or you may attend and 
be listed as sponsors for $100. For more 
information, please contact the church 
office for transportation or time questions.  
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Prayer List 
Robert Gean 
Tucker Lee 
Terry Minar 
Iverne Duby 

Layla 
Roger Zissler 
Larry Wood 

Virginia Roth 
Jack Lawrence 
Goody Bechie 

Faith, Grand Blanc 
St. Mark, Flint 

 
 

Thanksgiving 
Merle & Maxine’s 50th 

New Members 
 

Church Triumphant 
Shirley Schmitzer 

David Lund 
Sandra Babcock 
David Schmitzer 

Becky Hauck 

Bible Study  
Opportunities 

Please join us Wednesday 
mornings at 10 am as we 
study, “Heroes of the 
Faith.” We will be studying Melchizadek, Elisha, 
Archangel Gabriel, Anna & Simeon, The Woman at 
the Well, Thomas and many other biblical charac-
ters and heroes of the faith. 
 
During our Sunday studies, we will be studying two 
important books in the upcoming months. First, we 
will take a look at Pastor Todd Biermann’s (Faith, 
Grand Blanc) book titled, “Handing Out Life: The 
Simple Way to Rewar4ding Relationships in All of 
Life.”  
 
In a few months, we will be looking at Ravi Zachari-
as’ book and video lessons, “Jesus Among Other 
Gods.” You are also welcome to join our ladies bi-
ble study, the first Wednesday of the month at 10 
am. 
 

August Garage Sale 

Our annual garage sale will be on: 

 

Thursday, August 11th—9 to 4pm 

Friday, August 12th—9 to 4pm 

Saturday, August 13th—9 to 2 pm 

 

Please drop off items on, or after Monday, Au-

gust 8th. Feel free to call the office if you have 

an item that needs to be picked up. 


